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SUBJECT: INDIAN POSITION ON PNE COMMITTEE 

REF: IAEA VIENNA 1453 

SOURCE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS INFORMED US THAT 
INDIA WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY ABSTAIN ON THE PNE RESOLUTION. 
THE INDIAN POSITION IS BASED ON THE JUDGMENT THAT THE PNE 
COMMITTEE IS DESIGNED TO CONSIDER THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
ARTICLE FIVE OF THE NPT. THEREFORE THE INDIANS CANNOT 
VOTE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMITTEE, BUT WOULD NOT 
OPPOSE IT EITHER. THIS SAME RATIONALE WOULD NOT PREVENT 
THE INDIANS FROM BECOMING MEMBERS OF THE PNE COMMITTEE 
ONCE IT IS ESTABLISHED, SINCE IN THE VIEW OF THE SAME MEA 
SOURCE, THE COMMITTEE WOULD BE AN ORGAN OF THE IAEA BOARD. 
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